UK Trade Tariff: Classifying your goods in the UK Trade
Tariff if there’s a no Brexit deal

What does it cover?






It covers the movement of goods between the UK and the EU following EU exit.
It sets out how businesses are to identify their goods in the correct way, to establish what
duties and specific rules apply
It is particularly for firms that currently trade predominantly with the EU
It highlights the customs processes necessary to
o collect the import duty due on a good, and
o affect any controls for public safety, security, and health.
The required data:
o identifies the good itself
o where it is from, and
o what it is worth, in addition to, for example,
o information about the importer and exporter.

What will happen?





The UK will apply its own duty rates to goods imported into the UK from the EU
they will continue to the same rates as now (as published in the UK Trade Tariff, and
currently applied by the EU)
They will be published ahead of time on GOV.UK
The UK will continue to offer preferential duties to imports from developing countries
It will seek to transition all EU Free Trade Agreements and preferential duties for day 1.

What will businesses have to do?




Importers (or their agents) must decide the correct classification of their goods
themselves and will require:
o knowledge of the item being classified, as well as its constituent parts
o what it is made of, and the purpose for which it will be used
o where it originates from
This process of classification needs to be matched up with a numeric commodity code.
o the commodity codes1 will be listed in the UK Trade Tariff.

1

Commodity codes are 10 digits long for imports, and 8 digits long for exports. Commodity codes are standardised under
the World Customs Organisation’s Harmonised System for the first 6 digits of the code. The UK is, and will remain, a
participating country in this system.
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It will set out rules for determining the amount of import duty applicable to
those goods based on their description (the commodity code) and country
of origin.
It will also set out import procedures such as how the value of a good is
calculated, and which forms, codes, and procedures are to be used.

For Brexit support, contact us:
EEF Brexit hotline: 0808 168 5874
Email: Brexit@eef.org.uk
Website: www.eef.org.uk/brexit

The contents of this EEF Brexit Technical note is not intended to serve as legal or other professional or taxation advice or a
substitute for such advice related to individual situations or as a legal, professional or tax opinion concerning such situations,
nor should it be considered a substitute for taking such advice.
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